
Minutes 

King County Water District No. 125 


Wednesday, April 14, 2004 


Commissioner Rick called the meeting of the Board of Commissioners of King County 
Water District No. 125 to order at the District's office located at 2849 South 150th Street, 
Seattle, W A. 

Present were Commissioners: Jim Rick, President, Jerry Thornton, Secretary 
and John Thompson, Commissioner 

Staff: Russ Austin, Superintendent, and Ann Wilson, Office Manager 
Consultants: John Milne, legal counsel, and Bob Stanton, Engineer 

Agenda: Commissioner Thompson made a motion to accept the agenda as written and 
Commissioner Thornton seconded which carried unanimously. 

Minutes: Commissioner Thornton made a motion to amend the April 1, 2004 draft 
Board meeting minutes by deleting the last paragraph and adding the following statement 
in its place: 
"Following discussion, Commissioner Thornton made a motion that a study be 
undertaken of the financial and operational costs and benefits of building a separate 
Water District 125 administrative facility or a joint facility with Val Vue Sewer District, 
by an independent third party consultant. Further, that our legal and engineering 
consultants: Inslee, Best, et al and PACE, respectively, develop the "Request for 
Qualifications" selection criteria. 

Commissioner Thornton proposed to amend the motion to provide our legal and 
engineering consultants the option of assuming responsibility for conducting the study 
and preparing the report, if they so chose. Commissioner Thompson seconded the 
amended motion, which carried unanimously." 

Thornton indicated that the intent of the motion was to commission an objective study of 
the financial and operational costs and benefits of building a separate WD 125 
administrative facility or a joint administrative facility with Val Vue Sewer District. The 
purpose of the study would be (1) to have an independent third party consultant review 
internal and external infonnation available regarding a separate or shared facility and (2) 
provide the WD 125 Board with an objective and detailed analysis of those options so 
that the Board can review and reconsider if appropriate its current position to build a 
separate facility. Selection of the consultant by the Board would be based on a "Request 
for Qualifications" criteria established by the District's legal and engineering consultants. 

Thompson seconded Thornton's motion to amend the minutes as proposed which was 
carried unanimously. Thompson then made the motion to approve the April 1, 2004 
Board meeting minutes as amended. Thornton seconded the motion which was carried 
unanimously. 



Vouchers: Vouchers 19105 - 19164 in the amount of $140,238.55 were presented for 

review. Commissioner Thompson made a motion to approve the vouchers and 

Commissioner Thornton seconded and it carried unanimously. 


Public Comment: Art Rosengren, ratepayer, requested that he be called when there are 

special Board meetings. Milne stated that while a notice had been posted in the window 

of the office, the staff is unable and not legally required to call every one informing them 

of special meetings, but that, because Rosengren regularly attended Board meetings, staff 

could endeavor to call him in the event of a special meeting. 


Ralph Hagler of the Sabey Corporation wanted to know if there was a response to the 

petition he had previously presented to the Board regarding the construction of a shared 

use facility with Val Vue. The Board stated the independent study, which had recently 

been authorized, would assist determining any decision by WD 125 on the matter. 


Patty Phavong, ratepayer, wanted to know the status and update of the Board' s progress 

on considering the construction ofa separate or joint facility with Val Vue. 

The Board referred to the study that will be done. 


Doug Steinberg, ratepayer, commented that he was glad the Board had elected to conduct 

a study. 


RFQ: Milne respectfully declined the option of preparing the study. Stanton advised that 

he did not feel that his firm should prepare the study either. However, Milne and Stanton 

indicated that they would put together a Request For Qualifications (RFQ) and have it 

published in the Seattle Daily Journal of Commerce. When RQF's are received, the 

consultants and staff would review and present a short list to the Board for consideration. 

The Board will then decide whether oral presentations are necessary before selecting a 

consultant. Once a consultant is selected, the firm would prepare a scope of work and 

cost proposal for the independent third party analysis for Board review and approval. 


Reports: Austin declared that the truck he ordered had arrived. 

On the draft for the newsletter to the customers, Commissioner Thompson requested a 
sentence regarding hand washing be deleted and the other Commissioners agreed. 
The newsletter will be sent out with the next billings. 

Sub-metering: Milne reviewed the revised Water Delivery and Sub-Metering 
Agreement. Language that was added to Section 1 providing that the termination of the 
Agreement will not affect Seattle's obligations to Cascade under the 50-year declining 
block contract was acceptable to him. Milne noted that the incorrect reference to "Section 
lli.F" in Section 1.A was also corrected to read" Section 1.B and lli.G" Stanton stated the 
"Recommended Reporting Format" attached as Exhibit A is acceptable to the District. 
However, Milne noted that the omission he noted in the last line of Section V.G where 
the 
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word "Skyway" was missing was not corrected. The end of the last sentence in that 
section should read . .. ."to adjust the bills to either Skyway or Water District 125 to 
reflect . ...". 

Commissioner Thornton made a motion that once that omission is corrected, Austin, on 
behalf of the District, could sign the agreement and Commissioner Thompson seconded 
and carried unanimously. Milne will prepare a resolution for the Board to sign approving 
the agreement. 

Austin presented to the Board options for Storm and Drainage Facilities for the property 
where the shop is located for review and discussion at a future meeting. 

Resolution: Commissioner Thompson made a motion adopt Resolution No. 04-04-14
375, accepting the SARA extension to the Water District System. Commissioner 
Thornton seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 

Two letters from the District's commercial accounts were received discussing the shared 
administration building and cost savings. 

Following discussion, a form letter will be prepared to respond to the letters received and 
for the people who signed the petition and any other customers expressing interest in the 
administration building matter. 

Commissioner Thompson made a motion to appoint Commissioner Thornton as the 
spokesperson and public information officer to address comments about the 
administration building matter and to respond to the editor of the newspaper, which had 
addressed the matter in a recent article with the District's comments. Commissioner Rick 
seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 

Adjourned: Commissioner Thornton made a motion to adjourn and Commissioner 
Thompson seconded and carried unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 11 :27 a..~m~. _ _ 


